








Partnership in the Gospel
9/10/2023

The Gospel Advances
9/17/2023



Philippians
P U R S U I N G  A U T H E N T I C  J O Y

Observation 
WHAT DO I SEE?

Ask six fundamental questions:
Who? What? When? Where?  
Why? How?

Notice keywords: 
important terms, people, places,  
or repeated words

Notice words that pull or push:
commands, rebukes, exhortations, 
exaggerations, or promises

Notice relationships: 
comparison/contrast, lists,  
cause/e!ect

Notice connecting words: 
and, but, rather, if, then, that,  
so that, because, etc.

Interpretation 
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?
Based on your observations, ask a 
few questions:
- What does this mean?
- Why is it important?
- What does it imply?

Seek answers in the context:
- surrounding words, verses,
  and passages
- surrounding culture
- surrounding genre (story, poetry, 
  law, wisdom, teaching, prophecy)

Application 
HOW DOES THIS WORK? 

Application Grid: 
What does this truth teach me 
about God, others, and me?

Application Guide: 
How can I respond to this  
truth today?

Application Principles: 
Make it personal, timely, practical, 
focused, and accountable
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Philippians 1:12-20 NIV

Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has
happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel. 13 As
a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard
and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 14 And
because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have
become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim
the gospel without fear.

15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry,
but others out of goodwill. 16 The latter do so out of love,
knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel.
17 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely

supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in
chains. 18 But what does it matter? The important thing is
that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ
is preached. And because of this I rejoice.

Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that through
your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ
what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance.
20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed,
but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ
will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.
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Philippians 1:12-20 NIV
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Acts 20:22-24 NIV
“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not 
knowing what will happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every 
city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing 
me. 24However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim 
is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given 
me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace.”
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“What Has 
Happened to Me”



Philippians 1:12-14 NIV
Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has 
happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel. 
13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace 
guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 
14 And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters 
have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to 
proclaim the gospel without fear.



“Far from shutting down, or even stalling 
out, his imprisonment actually helped 
spread the gospel further than Paul could 
have dreamed!”



Philippians 1:15-18a NIV
It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others 
out of goodwill. 16 The latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put 
here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former preach Christ out of 
selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up 
trouble for me while I am in chains. 18 But what does it matter? The 
important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or 
true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice... 

ILL WILLGOOD WILL

Two Preaching 
Factions in Rome



Philippians 1:18b-20 NIV
…Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that through your 
prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has 
happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect 
and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient 
courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, 
whether by life or by death.



The unstoppable gospel is worthy 
of unlimited sacrifice.




